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Focus is necessary. Keeping our minds on the bigger picture is essential. 
 

 Loss of focus when driving because of sending text messages or watching cute little 
squirrels running alongside the road leads to possible accidents. 

 Loss of focus when administrating a school because of behavioral issues, teacher absences 
and curriculum changes can lead to a loss of vision accomplishment. 

 Loss of focus when living can lead to our ultimate demise. 
 

I John 2:17 tells us succinctly what the bigger picture is: The world and its desires will pass away, 
but people who do God’s will live forever.  
 

 No matter how permanent or reliable the world seems, this universe has a cause greater 
than itself; the cause is Jesus Christ.  

 The heavens and the earth are not reliable. (Revelation 20:11) 

 The physical heavens and earth and all their current systems will pass away and be changed 
because of the sin curse rebellious humans have caused. (Hebrews 1:10-12) 

 God is in the business of re-making people’s spirits. 
 
I John 2:15-16 tell us that this current world system will pass away. II Peter 3 affirms this 
cataclysmic event will happen because ungodly men must be judged in order for a future home of 
righteousness to be revealed. The current world system must pass because of three main 
components: 
 

 The cravings of sinful man such as revenge, a tendency toward violence, and selfishness 
that leads to hurting others; 

 The lust of the eyes as demonstrated in the use of pornography, the commission of sexual 
sin, and the relentless desire for more material things; 

 The boasting of what we have and do that is – at the heart – a form of atheistic thinking. We 
refuse to acknowledge God for who He is, and we put ourselves in the place of God. 

 
Right-functioning is defined by the Creator of reality. The home of righteousness Jesus is 
preparing for us will be what is best for us.  
 
I John 2:17 affirms that despite the destruction of the current heavens and earth, the man or 
woman who does the will of God lives forever. No matter what science says about the state of our 
human lives, the spirit within a human who does God’s will is going to last forever. We want God’s 
will to prevail because in God’s plan there will be: 
 

 No enemies, 

 No fear of the dark because there will be no evil works, 
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 No lying that leads to mistrust, 

 No selfishness that leads to human separation, 

 No stomach ulcers because of stress, 

 No medication to aid in sleeping, 

 No disease. 
 
A man or woman is able to do God’s will only because we have a Redeemer. Psalm 49 reveals 
that the cost of human life is too much for any other human to pay the price of redemption; but our 
holy, infinite God can pay the price. Isaiah 48:17 assures us that our Redeemer is able to lead us 
in the right direction. 
 

 On our own, we are enslaved to sin – the enemy’s way. 

 Through the blood of perfect Jesus, we are bought back from the enemy. 

 Jesus “crossed enemy lines” to bring us to the right side. 

 Though in the midst of battle we may fail to hit our target at times, we are now on the winning 
side doing damage to the enemy. 

 Do not be deceived: habitual liars, sexually immoral people, cheaters, selfishly motivated go-
getters, etc. cannot live forever.  

 Though we may fail and sin at times, those who live forever are clearly on the side of 
righteousness.  


